
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
February 5, 2023 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Plainwell! 
 

We are a diverse faith family who value traditional worship, 

including Biblical teaching, prayer, confession, music, and a 

fellowship of caring and sharing. 

We believe in the Trinity: God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. We practice the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 

Communion which define who we are and encourage and sustain us 

in our daily life.   

By the Grace of God and to the Glory of God, as servants of  God, 

we strive to demonstrate the Love of God through Jesus Christ and 

in the Peace of the Holy Spirit by offering a welcoming and 

nurturing community and by reaching out in compassion beyond 

our fellowship to people in need. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
February 5, 2023    10:30 a.m. Worship 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
(*) Stand as you are able 

Please phone 269-215-0384 to join together! 

https://meetings.dialpad.com/room/plainwellpcusa 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

WELCOME AND CONNECTING CHURCH & HOME 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

We invite you to light a candle in your home and remember 

that Jesus Christ IS the Light of the World! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND SALUTATION          Pastor Ruth Lowry      

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God,  

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 2 Cor. 13:13 

Jesus proclaims, “You are the light of the world.” Matt. 5:14 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*OPENING HYMN #285   “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” 

  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   Sharon Chambers, Liturgist 

 

SONG OF PRAISE (from Psalm 112:1-9(10) (Responsive) 

L:   112:1 Praise the LORD! Happy are those who fear the LORD, 

who greatly delight in his commandments. 

P: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation 

of the upright will be blessed. 
L: Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness 

endures forever. 

P: They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are 

gracious, merciful, and righteous. 
L: It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct 

https://meetings.dialpad.com/room/plainwellpcusa
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their affairs with justice. 

P: For the righteous will never be moved; they will be 

remembered forever. 
L: They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure 

in the LORD. 

P: Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end 

they will look in triumph on their foes. 
L: They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their 

righteousness endures forever; their horn is exalted in honor. 

ALL: The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth 

and melt away; the desire of the wicked comes to nothing. 

 

WE CENTER OURSELVES AS WE WORSHIP Christy Connell 

“People Need the Lord” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION Pastor Ruth Lowry   

Let us confess our sins before God, our help in times of trouble. 

   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)    

Almighty God, 

we have asked for Your righteous judgment  

against others, 

but we have not acknowledged the sin in our own lives. Isa. 58:2 

We have worshiped You with our lips, 

but have dishonored You with our actions. 

We have prayed for You to end the suffering in our world, 

yet we have not practiced compassion and generosity  

toward others. 

Our religion has become the source of quarreling   

rather than a testimony to Your grace.  Isa. 58:4 

Forgive our self-righteousness, 

and give us integrity of heart,  

that we may shine forth 

the light of Your salvation, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS    
In mercy God forgives us our sin  

and grants us genuine repentance  

through the grace and power of the Holy Spirit. 

Thanks be to God!  

 

*GLORIA PATRI # 579  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Sharon Chambers, Liturgist 

Lord, open our understanding  

by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

that as the Word is proclaimed  

we may receive holy wisdom 

to understand the gifts You have bestowed on us. 1 Cor. 2:12 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 58:1–9a (9b–12), 1 Corinthians 2:1–12 (13–16) 

Matthew 5:13–20 

  

SERMON "Reflecting the Light"  Pastor Ruth Lowry      

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

HYMN #101 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven 

and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the 
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dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

Like a spring whose waters never fail, God calls  Isa. 58:11 

 us to share what we have received. 

Let us offer ourselves and our gifts to God. 

(We invite you, at this time, to write a check and mail it to the 

church, if you are able.) 

Offertory      “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  Christy Connell 

*The Doxology #592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION  
Loving God, Heb. 11:29–12:2 

we give thanks for all You have given to us 

and praise You for Your astounding goodness. 

Receive the dedication of our hearts, minds, and bodies  

for the ministry of Your church. 

Bless our offering for the work of Your kingdom, 

and give us wisdom for the right use of all You have provided, 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is right and good to give you thanks, almighty God. 

You are the Light of the World, and call us to reflect that very 

Light. You set us in this world to love and serve you, 

and to live in peace with all that you have made. 

When we turned from you, you did not turn from us. 

When we were stubborn and stiff-necked, 

you spoke to us through prophets 

who looked for that day when justice shall triumph 

and peace shall reign over all the earth. 

Therefore, in all times and places your people proclaim your glory 

in unending praise: (to be sung) 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name,  

   in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, Blessed Trinity! 

You are holy, O God of majesty, 

and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

You sent him into this world 

to satisfy the longings of your people for a Savior, 

to bring freedom to those captivated by sin, 

and to establish justice for the oppressed. 

Jesus came among us as one of us, 

taking the lot of the poor, sharing human suffering. 

We rejoice that in his death and rising again, 

you set before us the sure promise of new life, 

the certain hope of a heavenly home 

where we will sit at table with Christ our host. 

We give you thanks that the Lord Jesus, 

on the night before he died, took bread, 

and after giving thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat. 

This is my body, given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.  

[People will eat the bread.] 

In the same way he took the cup, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this in remembrance of me. 

[People will drink the cup.] 

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, 

we take from your creation this bread and this wine 

and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you 

to be a living and holy sacrifice, 

dedicated to your service. 

Strengthen us, O God, in the power of your Spirit 

to bring good news to the poor 

and lift blind eyes to sight, 

to loose the chains that bind 

and claim your blessing for all people. 

Keep us faithful in your service 

until Christ comes in final victory, 

and we shall feast with all your saints 

in the joy of your eternal realm. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION Sharon Chambers, Liturgist 

[A time of silence follows each petition.] 

Almighty God,  

through the testimony of those who know Your love 

You have guided us  

to ask for what we need. 

Our Lord Jesus called his disciples  

to live as a city on a hill  

and a lamp on a stand,  

that all may see the glory of God. 
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We pray for the church, 

the community of disciples. 

Grant that we,  

who claim the name of Christ,  

may shine as light into our dark world. Matt. 5:14–6 

Our brother Paul led the church,  

not by lofty  

words of human wisdom, 

but by wisdom born of Your Spirit. 

We pray for those who serve the church; 

let our pastors, teachers,  

and those who minister  

in the name of Christ  

be led by Your Truth.  1 Cor. 2:6 

Blessed are those who honor Your commandments,  

O Lord.  Ps. 112:1–2 

We pray for our world, for the governments and  

for its leaders. 

May all who rule honor justice and compassion 

and serve the common good 

that the people may flourish. 

You teach us to offer food to the hungry  

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted. Isa. 58:10 

We pray for the sick, the hungry, 

the poor, the homeless,  

and those who are oppressed. 

Let Your church minister to those in distress   

and bear witness to Your abiding compassion  

for all who suffer.  

We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ,  

our Lord and Savior, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
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deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

CHARGE Pastor Ruth Lowry      

Jesus said, let your light shine before others, Matt. 5:16 

so that they may see your good works  

and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN #522 “Lord, When I Came Into This Life”  

 

BENEDICTION  Pastor Ruth Lowry      

May Christ, the true light, shine upon you, 

that you may walk in righteousness all your days. 

 

POSTLUDE                   “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”     Christy Connell 

 

GREETINGS TO EACH OTHER 

Enjoy a time of greeting each other before ending the phone call. 

(Portions of Liturgy are from “Feasting on the Word”) 
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