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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Plainwell! 
 

We are a diverse faith family who value traditional worship, 

including Biblical teaching, prayer, confession, music, and a 

fellowship of caring and sharing. 

We believe in the Trinity: God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. We practice the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 

Communion which define who we are and encourage and sustain us 

in our daily life.   

By the Grace of God and to the Glory of God, as servants of  God, 

we strive to demonstrate the Love of God through Jesus Christ and 

in the Peace of the Holy Spirit by offering a welcoming and 

nurturing community and by reaching out in compassion beyond 

our fellowship to people in need. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
October 2, 2022    10:30 a.m. Worship 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
(*) Stand as you are able 

Please phone 269-215-0384 to join together! 

https://meetings.dialpad.com/room/plainwellpcusa 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

In this season of Pentecost, as we celebrate the fire of God’s Love 

and Peace, we invite you to light a candle in your home. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND SALUTATION          Pastor Ruth Lowry      

L: Destruction and violence are everywhere;  Hab. 1:3, 4  

strife and contention are all around. 

P: The needs of the world are so great; 
O Lord, increase our faith.    Luke 17:5 

L: The law is slack, and justice does not prevail. 

P: The needs of the world are so great; 

O Lord, increase our faith. 
L: How many threats surround us: 

warfare, homelessness, loneliness, loss. 

ALL: The needs of the world are so great, 

but You, O God, are greater still— 
the One in whom all things are possible.  Luke 1:37 

O Lord, increase our faith in You!    Luke 17:5 

 

*OPENING HYMN #276 “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   Lisa Boer, Liturgist 

 

SONG OF LAMENT & HOPE (from Psalm 137 & 37) (Responsive) 

L:   By the rivers of Babylon-- there we sat down and there we 

wept when we remembered Zion. 

P: On the willows there we hung up our harps. 
L: For there our captors asked us for songs, and our tormentors 

https://meetings.dialpad.com/room/plainwellpcusa
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asked for mirth, saying, "Sing us one of the songs of Zion!" 

P: How could we sing the Lord's song in a foreign land? 
L: If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! 

P: Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, if I do not 

remember you, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy. 
L: Remember, O LORD, the day of Jerusalem's fall, how they said, 

"Tear it down! Tear it down! Down to its foundations!" 

P: Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of 

wrongdoers, 

L: for they will soon fade like the grass, and wither like the green 

herb. 

P: Trust in the Lord, and do good; so you will live in the land, 

and enjoy security. 

L: Take delight in the Lord, and God will give you the desire of 

your heart. 

ALL: Commit your way to the Lord; trust in the Lord and the 

Lord will act. 

 

WE CENTER OURSELVES AS WE WORSHIP George Tatum  

“O Jesulein süss, O Jesulein mild”     Bach  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION Pastor Ruth Lowry      

God answers those who seek mercy; salvation Lam. 3:25–26 

comes to those who wait for the Lord. 

Therefore, let us confess all we have done, 

and what we have not done, trusting in God’s grace. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)    

Merciful God, You have called us to live  

in sincere faith      2 Tim. 1:5–8;  

and to suffer for the gospel.     Luke 17:5 

We confess that we do not come before You  

with a clear conscience. 

Our faith is clouded by sin and uncertainty.  

We shrink from Your call to live sacrificially  

on behalf of others.  

Too quickly, we seek our own ease and comfort first.  
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We confess that in our own lives, and in the church,  

we rely on our power rather than Yours. 

Forgive us, we pray,  

for we are fractured and fearful disciples.  

Take away from us a spirit of cowardice,  

and restore to us the spirit of power rightly used,  

of love unconditionally offered,  

and of self-discipline gracefully lived. 

In new mercy, forgive us and increase our faith,  

that we may be faithful servants at Your table.  

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
  

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS  2 Tim. 1   

The power of God, has saved us: 

grace is given to us in Christ Jesus, 

who abolished death and brought life 

and immortality to light. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

*GLORIA PATRI # 579  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Lisa Boer, Liturgist 

Holy God, speak Your Word; 

let those who hear guard the good treasure entrusted to them with 

the help of the Holy Spirit, living in us all. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE   Lamentations 1:1–6   2 Timothy 1:1–14 

  Luke 17:5–10 

  

SERMON          "Power, Love, & Self-Control"  Pastor Ruth Lowry 
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WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
HYMN #374 “Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace” 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven 

and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

The Lord is our portion. Therefore have hope as you Lam. 3 

bring your gifts to God.  (We invite you, at this time, to write a 

check and mail it to the church, if you are able.) 

Offertory    George Tatum  

"Meditation"           Price 

*The Doxology #592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION  
Lord, Your steadfast love never ceases; 

Your mercies never come to an end. 

Use these gifts, we pray,  

that through them Your compassion may be known. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right and good to give you thanks, almighty God. 

You set us in this world to love and serve you, 

and to live in peace with all that you have made. 

When we turned from you, you did not turn from us. 

When we were captives in slavery, you delivered us to freedom, 

and made covenant to be our sovereign God. 

When we were stubborn and stiff-necked, 

you spoke to us through prophets 

who looked for that day when justice shall triumph 

and peace shall reign over all the earth. 

Therefore, in all times and places your people proclaim your glory 

in unending praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

You are holy, O God of majesty, 

and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

You sent him into this world 

to satisfy the longings of your people for a Savior, 

to bring freedom to the captives of sin, 

and to establish justice for the oppressed. 

He came among us as one of us, 

taking the lot of the poor, sharing human suffering. 

We rejoice that in his death and rising again, 

you set before us the sure promise of new life, 

the certain hope of a heavenly home 

where we will sit at table with Christ our host. 

We give you thanks that the Lord Jesus, 
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on the night before he died, took bread, 

and after giving thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat. 

This is my body, given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.  

[People will eat the bread.] 

In the same way he took the cup, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, 

shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this in remembrance of me. 

[People will drink the cup.] 

Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, 

we take from your creation this bread and this wine 

and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, 

as we await the day of his coming. 

With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you 

to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. 

Strengthen us, O God, in the power of your Spirit 

to bring good news to the poor 

and lift blind eyes to sight, 

to loose the chains that bind 

and claim your blessing for all people. 

Keep us faithful in your service 

until Christ comes in final victory, 

and we shall feast with all your saints 

in the joy of your eternal realm. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION Lisa Boer, Liturgist 

[A time of silence follows each petition.] 

Let us pray for the needs of the world, saying,  

Great is your faithfulness; O God, we hope in You. 

 

God of grace and God of glory, 

you care for the whole earth;  

even now You are reconciling all things to Yourself.   Col. 1:20 

We thank You for the ancient grace  

given in Christ Jesus before the ages began.   2 Tim. 1:9c 

As age has succeeded age to this present day  

Your grace is with us still.  

We rely on Your power for all things.     2 Tim. 1:8 

Great is Your faithfulness; O God, we hope in You. Lam. 3:23–24 

 

We bring before You now the cares of the world.  

We pray for people enduring the devastation of war  

and oppression from enemies.  

We pray for cities and for public life  

that has suffered destruction and ruin.   Lam. 1:1–6  

Bring restoration, we pray,  

and an end to conflicts that divide and destroy.  

Great is Your faithfulness; O God, we hope in You.  

 

We pray for nations and peoples undergoing turmoil and struggle.  

Return us to Your ways of justice and truth.  

Give us compassionate hearts and resolute spirits  

as we work to repair community and offer solace 

where now there is no resting place. 

Great is Your faithfulness; O God, we hope in You.   Lam. 1:3b 

 

God of tender mercy,  

You hear the cries of the one who is suffering,  

of the one trying to recover,  

of the one who has been hurt by another,  

of one at risk in a complex and impersonal system.  

Enfold each one in Your steadfast love.  
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Take special care of those who do not, or cannot, cry out,  

but wait quietly in hope.      Lam. 3:26 

Give voice to those who should not wait quietly;  

empower them with strength and support all around:  

the powerless one who suffers abuse;  

the person who is lonely, with no one to help;  

the one who wanders homeless among us, unnoticed;  

the one carrying an old burden, a silent grief,  

or an unvoiced fear.  

With the gift of life given in the soaring light  

of Your gospel      2 Tim. 1:10 

abolish the daily death they bear,  

Great is Your faithfulness; O God, we hope in You.  

 

We pray for Your church, so in need of healing  

and reconciliation. 

Rekindle in us the sincere faith of Christ     2 Tim. 1:5  

and make us willing and faithful servants.            Luke 17:5–10 

In unmerited grace, in startling new mercy,  

You chose to call us not servants, but friends.   John 15:15  

You have opened to us a place at Your table of grace.  

We would be good stewards of Your grace  

and glad of the company You call us to keep around  

Your table,  

which is larger than we have yet imagined.  

In gratitude for the bread and cup You share,  

we will honor You by sharing our bread with others,  

by offering without reserve the cup You bless.  

Great is Your faithfulness; O God, we hope in You.  

 

In the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 



10 

 

 

CHARGE Pastor Ruth Lowry      

Live with hope in the steadfast love of God.       Lam. 3:21–22, 26 

Proclaim to all in despair 

that God’s mercies never come to an end.  

In every circumstance, wait on the Lord who brings salvation.  

 

*CLOSING HYMN #288 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”  

 

*BENEDICTION  Pastor Ruth Lowry      

May God restore the road before you  

 that leads to grace, mercy, and peace; 

may Christ fill you with the treasure of faith and love; 

and may the Holy Spirit help you to live in hope, now and forever.  

 

POSTLUDE    George Tatum 

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God!” Luther 

 

*GREETINGS TO EACH OTHER 

Enjoy a time of greeting each other before ending the phone call. 

(Portions of Liturgy are from “Feasting on the Word”) 
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Questions for Reflection 

In Luke 17:5–10, the disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith. By 

asking this, they acknowledge that faith does not grow by our own 

works and hard efforts but is a gift from God’s grace. How has the 

gift of faith in your own life changed over time? Was there a 

particular time when your faith weakened? Can you recall a time 

when the strength of your faith helped you endure? God often uses 

special people in our lives to help us grow in faith and 

understanding. Who has helped you grow in faith? 

Household Prayer: Morning 

Silent sunrise sanctuary— 

a dome of shelter 

for the birth of day. 

Birds and bugs begin— 

an opposite of lullaby 

proclaiming life anew. 

We wake in wonder— 

discerning between dream and daylight 

a mystery ends, another begins. 

Sunshine scatters shadows— 

a heathery view 

melting gray morning mist. 

Never ceasing, never ending— 

God’s mercies 

new each morning. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Dusk 

to dark 

to full moon brightness 

blue night sky 

speckling of stars and planets 

white lights  
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forever patterned 

read and known 

but You knew them first 

and through them 

allowed Yourself to become known 

Thank You 

Praise You 

 and Goodnight. 

Amen. 

 


