
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
April 18, 2021 

 

 
 

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Plainwell! 
 

We are a diverse faith family who value traditional worship, 

including Biblical teaching, prayer, confession, music, and a 

fellowship of caring and sharing. 

We believe in the Trinity: God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. We practice the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 

Communion which define who we are and encourage and sustain us 

in our daily life.   

By the Grace of God and to the Glory of God, as servants of  God, 

we strive to demonstrate the Love of God through Jesus Christ and 

in the Peace of the Holy Spirit by offering a welcoming and 

nurturing community and by reaching out in compassion beyond 

our fellowship to people in need. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
April 18, 2021                          10:30 a.m. Worship 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Please phone 269-215-0384 to join together! 

https://www.uberconference.com/plainwellpcusa 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

We invite you to light a candle in your home and remember that 

Jesus Christ IS the Light of the World! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND SALUTATION                Rev. Ruth Lowry      

L: The bread of life opens our eyes. 

P: The word of life opens our ears.  

L: The risen one shows us God’s own brokenness,  

P: And by those wounds we are healed.  

L: Peace be with you.  Luke 24:36 

P: And also with you.  

 

OPENING HYMN “Thine is the Glory” 

  

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   Art Teitgen, Liturgist 

 

SONG OF PRAISE (Psalm 4)  (Responsive) 

L: Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me room 

when I was in distress. Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 

P: How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? How 

long will you love vain words, and seek after lies? Selah 

L: But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; 

the LORD hears when I call to God. 

P: When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, 

and be silent. Selah 

L:  Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 

P: There are many who say, "O that we might see some good! 

Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!" 

 

https://www.uberconference.com/plainwellpcusa
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L: You have put gladness in my heart more than when their grain 

and wine abound. 

ALL: I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O 

LORD, make me lie down in safety. 

 

WE CENTER OURSELVES AS WE WORSHIP Christy Connell 

“He Knows My Name / Fairest Lord Jesus” 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Pastor Ruth Lowry    

The One who calls us to repent, hears us.  

In trust that our Creator knows us through and through, 

let us open our hearts to the healing of God’s forgiveness. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  

Good and gracious God, we are creatures of dust, 

ignorant of Your revelation, misunderstanding Your life, 

death, and resurrection among us, needing forgiveness.  

We repent of our failure to give as You have given to us. 

We beg Your mercy for our fallen world. 

We seek Your Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus.  

Be our solace in this life and always. 

We ask this as Your own children, holy and incomplete.  

Forgive us and lead us, Holy and Risen God, in Your Mercy. 

Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS   

In the name of God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your plea for absolution has been heard.  

God’s promises are sure: our sins are forgiven. 

Peace be with you.  

 

GLORIA PATRI # 579  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Art Teitgen, Liturgist  

Holy God, by your Spirit reveal your radical, surprising love; 

come to us through your holy word,  

and let us hear what you are saying. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE      Acts 3:12-19; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 
 

SERMON “Why Are You Frightened?” 

(or “Peace Be with You – times two”) 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
HYMN  “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven 

and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried; He descended into hell. The third day He arose again 

from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

As Jesus gave himself fully for us and then appeared to the 

disciples bringing peace, so let us now bring wholeness and 

healing to others through our tithes and gifts.  

Offertory  Christy Connell 

“You Are Holy with Hallelujah Chorus(excerpt)” 

The Doxology #592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION 

Lord God, we offer to you only a portion  

of what you have given us.  

All that we have is from your creative hand.  

All that we can give away we do through Jesus’ love.  

All our renewal comes from the Holy Spirit’s wisdom.  

Deal graciously with these gifts so that others may have joy;  

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION Art Teitgen, Liturgist 

[A time of silence follows each petition.] 

God has made the One who was rejected  

the cornerstone of a new community.  

In the name of Christ Jesus,  

let us pray for the needs of the world, saying,  

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

Holy One, as the risen Christ opened the minds of the disciples  

to understand the Scriptures and gave them power through the 

Holy Spirit to walk boldly in this world,  

open your people today to the healing, wisdom, and faith  

given in your Word; 

hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

Prince of Peace, as Christ Jesus showed his wounded hands and 

feet to the terrified apostles,  

reveal to your church, and to people of prayer in every faith,  

the wounds of our neighbors, the fears of individuals and families,  

and the avenues toward healing;  

hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

Author of life, we beg for peace among nations,  

peace throughout communities, peace within families.  

Guide leaders and voters,  

legislatures and parliaments, judges and juries.  

Teach diplomacy and let our ways be formed  

so that all creatures, plants, and people may have plenty;  

hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 
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Light in our darkness,  

let your brightness burn in places shrouded in violence.  

Reveal the pains that are hidden in secret.  

Unveil the needs of our own hearts  

so that we may know the power of vulnerability.  

Your Son was raised to life even from the grave. 

Show us again that life comes from death;  

hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

Healer of our every ill, we pray for all who are in need,  

for refugees of war and all who are displaced by storms,  

for rescue workers and medical teams,  

for those whose bones are weary,  

for those who show us the power of community  

to give hope to the frightened,  

and for all who have asked for our prayers;  

hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

You command us to bring to you our deepest desires, O God, 

and we pray now for those persons and concerns  

that lie on our hearts, spoken aloud or in silence. . . .  

[A time of silence is kept.] 

Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

Trusting in your abundant mercy, O God, we commend into your 

care all for whom we pray, and our own lives;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

CHARGE  

The word of God assures us: 

What we will be has not yet been revealed.  1 John 3:2 

Live, therefore, with hope,  
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share your joy, withhold your anger, 

shed your disappointments, turn to all people with gentleness.  

 

CLOSING HYMN "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling" 

BENEDICTION  

The Lord bless and keep you, shine upon you with grace and 

mercy, and give you what is needed for each new day. 

 

POSTLUDE    Christy Connell 

“He Is Exalted” 
 

GREETINGS TO EACH OTHER 

Enjoy a time of greeting each other before ending the phone call. 

(Portions of Liturgy are from “Feasting on the Word”) 
 

 
From Your Session 
In the Presbyterian Church, the Church is led by the Elders 

(“presbyterios” means 

“elder” in Greek). The 

Elders will continue to keep 

you informed here in the 

bulletin. 

 Your Session has 

prayerfully discussed 

how best to faithfully 

care for all the people of 

our church during this 

pandemic. We are well aware that many people are vulnerable 

in our congregation. We will be worshipping together, as we 

have been, via phone/online to protect each other and those we 

love.  

 We ask you to remember to support your church in ways that 

you are able during this unexpected season in our world. Please 

mail your checks to the church address. Thank you! 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 
Lisa Boer 269-685-2325 

Michelle Boer 269-623-4431 

Sharon Chambers 269-343-4489 

Kate Johnson 269-692-6771 

Barry Martin 269-760-8321 

Jay Miller 269-694-4259 

Pat Switzer, Clerk of Session 685-5750 

DEACON 

Pat Harriger 269-685-5049 
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Church Calendar 
Sunday Worship @ 10:30 on the phone / online 

April 18, Third Sunday of Easter 

April 25, Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 Session meeting after worship 

May 2, Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 Communion 

Tuesday Dawn will be in the office on Tuesday  

10am Book Club reading Get A Life Chloe Brown 

by Talia Hibbert (meets via phone, 269-215-0384).  

 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
 To sign up for the Covid vaccine, please contact Bronson, 

269-775-8060. Please note that you may need to wait a while. 

 Our Per Capita assessment that we remit to the Presbytery 

is $35.23/member. When submitting your Per Capita, please 

indicate that this is what it is for on your check. Thank you.  

 The Book Club is connecting virtually. Please call 269-215-

0384 at 10 a.m. Tuesday morning to connect via phone. We are 

currently reading Get A Life Chloe Brown by Talia Hibbert. 

 If you are coming to the church for any reason at this time, 

we kindly request that you please wear a mask.  

Day 1
st
 Reading Psalm 2

nd
 Reading Gospel 

Third Sunday 

of Easter 

April 18, 2021 

 

*Acts 3:12-

19 
Psalm 4 1 John 3:1-7 

Luke 24:36b-

48 

Fourth Sunday 

of Easter 

April 25, 2021 

 

*Acts 4:5-

12 
Psalm 23 

1 John 3:16-

24 

John 10:11-

18 

Fifth Sunday 

of Easter 

May 2, 2021 

Acts 8:26-

40 

Psalm 

22:25-31 

1 John  

4:7-21 
John 15:1-8 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=88
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=89
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=90
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 Many thanks to Lois DeWolf who has made some beautiful 

masks. We so appreciate your efforts to help keep us safe! 

 The May/June issue of the Upper Room has arrived. If you 

would like one, please call the office to let Dawn know your 

approximate arrival and she will bring it out to your vehicle 

OR we are happy to mail it to you! 

 

Partners in Mission 
 Christian Neighbors 12th Annual Reflection of Hope 

Auction will be online this year and will run from April 29 at 

10 am – May 6 at 9 pm on the Christian Neighbors Facebook 

Live page. Email: szabaldo@christian neighbors.org or 685-

4166, ext. 102 for more information.  

 Good Hands Plainwell is requesting:  Fruit cups, oatmeal 

packets (brown sugar or plain), peanut butter (regular or 

crunchy), peanut butter snack crackers, macaroni & cheese. 

 Christian Neighbors requests that our church donate: 

Canned Vegetables in April; Mac & Cheese/Boxed Potatoes in 

May and Crackers & Muffin Mix in June. Food donations may 

be placed in the Christian Neighbors donation box. 

 Christian Neighbors News: We are ready to help if you are in 

need. For food, help with utilities, rent or prescriptions; please 

call Kim, 685-4166. Hours: Mon., 10am-12pm & 4-6pm; 

Tues., 10am-12pm; Thurs., 3-5pm; Closed Wed. & Fri. 

 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

APRIL  

1  Lois DeWolf 

7  Larry Hiemstra 

10        Julianna Shea 

16  Christy Connell 

20        Pat and Mike Harriger 

22  Richard DeWolf 

 

MAY 

15 Nicki Klein 

16  Art Teitgen 

20 Jill Spiegelberg 

20 Lisa and Karl Boer  

22  Pieter Boer 

23  Meghan Boer 

28 Cheryl and Larry Hiemstra  
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

If you would like to have someone added or removed from our 

Weekly Prayer Requests, please let Pastor Ruth know. Requests 

will remain on the special prayer needs section for 30 days at 

which time they will be removed unless otherwise requested. 

For those dealing with long-term health challenges… 

MaryLyn Moon 

Matt Shea  

Janet Madden 

 

For those in Active Duty in the US Military… 

Ben Huyck - U.S.A.F. (DeWolf's grandson) 

Lace Johnson - US Navy (Koster's granddaughter-in-law) 

Alex Zikafoose (Bob Dines’ grandson) 

 

For those who are rejoicing:  

 For all the ways that God provides. 

 We thank God for creativity and ingenuity during the pandemic 

 We thank God for a church that offers tender care to each other 

and others during a pandemic. 

 

For those who are requesting prayer and intercession: 

 We pray for those affected by the pandemic. 

 We pray for caregivers, particularly in this time. 

 We pray for Mark and Christy Connell’s son-in-law Leighton 

who is dealing with severe effects of Covid. Pray for healing—and 

for his family. We pray for others in their family who have health 

concerns. 

 We pray for Christy Connell as she heals from surgery. 

 We pray for Pete Boer’s friend John, who was injured in a 

motorcycle accident. 

 We pray for the Spiegelberg’s nephew Brayden who has 

Covid-19, and family members who were exposed.  

 We pray for continued healing for Jill Spiegelberg, who had 

shoulder surgery on March 12. 

 We pray for Lisa Boer’s childhood friend Todd who continues 

in the ICU with effects of Covid-19. 
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 We pray for Christy Connell’s brother Brent as he faces 

prostate cancer. 

 We pray for Sandy Hogg’s daughter Kelly as she continues 

treatment for cardiac issues. 

 We pray for Pastor Ruth’s friend Steven who has throat cancer. 

 We pray for Meghan Boer’s best friend’s mom Lisa, who is 

healing after surgery from colon cancer and for her husband Dale 

who was diagnosed with cancer. 

 We pray for Jill and Kevin Spiegelberg’s daughter, Jessica and 

Cory Lambright, as they go through the IVF procedure/ process. 

 For Linwood Jennings (the father of Dawn Edwards) 

 For those in places where peace is not known. 

Questions for Reflection 

When Jesus appeared to the disciples, “he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures” (Luke 24:45). What is it to “understand” 

God’s word? How does understanding feed your faith? In the 

coming week, take note of one new understanding that comes to 

you from something you hear or read or realize through another 

person. 

Household Prayer: Morning 

God of surprising revelations, I thank you for rest and renewal.  

I thank you that when you come to your people,  

you speak peace and invite faith in you.  

Make this new day a time when I will give more thanks for life  

than I did yesterday.  

Give me ears to hear your will for me,  

hands that are open to others,  

and eyes to see the beauty in your world; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Household Prayer: Evening 

For all that has happened this day, O God, I give you thanks.  

Even for the obstacles I faced, I thank you.  

Especially when I wobbled in doubt,  

I thank you because I did not fall.  

You came to hold me strong and help me take the next step.  

Now give me rest, secure in your never-failing arms.  

Let my dreams revolve around what is pleasing and good,  

bringing me to a new day with zeal for your gifts; in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

  

General Offering Deposit 04/08/21:   $1,755.00 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

303 East Bridge Street  

Plainwell, MI 49080 

Church Office: 269-685-5990 

E-mail: fpcplainwell@att.net 

 


