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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Plainwell! 
 

We are a diverse faith family who value traditional worship, 

including Biblical teaching, prayer, confession, music, and a 

fellowship of caring and sharing. 

We believe in the Trinity: God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. We practice the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 

Communion which define who we are and encourage and sustain us 

in our daily life.   

By the Grace of God and to the Glory of God, as servants of  God, 

we strive to demonstrate the Love of God through Jesus Christ and 

in the Peace of the Holy Spirit by offering a welcoming and 

nurturing community and by reaching out in compassion beyond 

our fellowship to people in need. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
August 9, 2020                          10:30 a.m. Worship 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Please phone 269-215-0384 to join together! 

https://www.uberconference.com/plainwellpcusa 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE   Michelle Boer 

We invite you to light a candle in your home and remember that 

Jesus Christ IS the Light of the World! 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS   Michelle Boer 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND SALUTATION                Nathan Longfield 

L: God lifts us from death to life  Gen. 37:28;  

and preserves us for God’s purposes Ps. 105:17; Matt. 14:30–31 

through the compassion of Jesus Christ our Lord 

and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

With thanksgiving, praise the Lord! 

 

OPENING HYMN (p. 9) “This is My Father's World” 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS     
 

SONG OF PRAISE (From Psalm 85:8-13)  (Responsive) 

Liturgist: Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for he will 

speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him 

in their hearts. 

People: Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

L: Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and 

peace will kiss each other. 

P: Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and 

righteousness will look down from the sky. 

L: The LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its 

increase. 

ALL: Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for 

his steps. 

https://www.uberconference.com/plainwellpcusa
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WE CENTER OURSELVES AS WE WORSHIP Christy Connell 

“How Great Thou Art” 

  

CALL TO CONFESSION  Nathan Longfield 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord of all, Rom. 10:12 

who is generous to all who call upon him. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  

Lord Jesus, we call upon you. Save us! Matt. 14:30 

We are intimidated by our circumstances, Matt. 14:26 

distracted from Your purposes,  

drowning in doubts and fears. Matt. 14:30 

We are presumptuous about Your will, 

belittling others and magnifying ourselves. Gen. 37:2 

We envy the blessings of others, Gen. 37:4 

secretly despising their dreams. Gen. 37:18–19 

We have hardened our hearts  Gen. 37:23–24 

to the suffering of our brothers and sisters, Gen. 37:25 

feeding ourselves in face of the injustice  

that holds them captive. Gen. 37:27;  

 Ps. 105:17–18 

Lord Jesus, who searches our hearts, 

lift us from sin and help us to walk with you Matt. 14:31–32 

in faith, humility, and brotherly-sisterly love. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON   

Our God sees all, knows all, forgives all,  Gen. 37:15–17, 28;  

restores all  Ps. 105:16–22 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Matt. 14:31 

No one who believes in Him will be put to shame, Rom. 10:11 

for everyone who calls on the name  

of the Lord shall be saved. Rom. 10:13 

 

GLORIA PATRI # 579  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
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WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Michelle Boer  

God of our present trouble and  Ps. 105:16–22;  

promised triumph, Matt. 14:22, 24 

Open our eyes to see you in the  

midst of our struggles. Matt. 14:26 

Open our ears to hear your words of  

invitation and assurance. Matt. 14:27, 29 

Open our minds to recall your wonderful  

works and miracles. Ps. 105:5 

Open our hearts to glory in your name  

and seek strength in your Word; Ps. 105:3–4 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
SCRIPTURE   1 Kings 19:9-18; Romans 10:5-15;  Michelle Boer 

Matthew 14:22-33 

 

SERMON “The Lord Will Speak Peace” Nathan Longfield 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
HYMN  “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;  

there is no shadow of turning with Thee;  

Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;  

as Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain:  

Great is Thy faithfulness!  

Great is Thy faithfulness!  

Morning by morning new mercies I see: 

all I have needed thy hand hath provided-- 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

join with all nature in manifold witness  

to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain] 
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3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  

strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain] 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven 

and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   Nathan Longfield 

Christ has freely given us the gift of grace and salvation. 

Let us therefore freely bring our generous gifts of gratitude to him. 

 (We invite you, at this time, to write a check and mail it to the 

church, if you are able.) 

Offertory     “Guide Me To Thee” Christy Connell 

The Doxology #592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 Offering Prayer 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Michelle Boer  

[A time of silence follows each petition.] 

Let us pray for the needs of the world, saying, 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   

 

God of favor and purpose,  

You have clothed us with a robe  
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of righteousness. Gen. 37:3 

You have directed us to our destiny. Gen. 37:15–17; Matt. 14:22 

You are with us in our deepest pain,  Ps. 105:17–19;  

fear, and bewilderment. Matt. 14:15–31 

You hear our cry when others turn  

a deaf ear and a cold heart. Gen. 37:23–28 

You lift us from the depths  Gen. 37:2; Ps. 105:20–22;  

of discouragement Matt. 14:30–31 

and walk with us over the troubled  

waters of life. Matt. 14:25, 31–32 

We come to you now with confidence  

on behalf of the church, the world,  

and all in need: 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   Matt. 14:29–30 

For the family of God, our sisters and brothers  

who belong to you throughout the world. 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   

For your church to fulfill its mission in the world,  

showing mercy, proclaiming your good news. 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.  

 

For peace and order to permeate your creation,  

responding to your commands. 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   

For reconciliation among families, factions, and nations living in 

envy and conflict. 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   

For those betrayed, beaten, thrown down,  

or abandoned, those in bondage, fear, or distress. 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   

For the special needs of those whose names we remember now. 

We pray for those whose names we know and have listed, and 

those known only to You. 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   
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For those who have crossed before us to the  

other side of life’s lake. 

Save us, O Lord, People: We come to you.   

Clothe us with your favor and love;  

inspire us with dreams from you. Gen. 37:3, 19 

Hold us up when we falter in the storm,  Matt. 14:27–31 

and bring us safely to your promised place  

of rest and release.  Ps. 105:20;  

We pray it all through Jesus Christ, Matt. 14:32–33 

in whose name we pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN (p. 10)   "When Morning Gilds the Skies" 

BENEDICTION    Rev. Ruth Lowry 
 

POSTLUDE    Christy Connell 

“Here Am I, Send Me” 
 

GREETINGS TO EACH OTHER 

Enjoy a time of greeting each other before ending the phone call. 
 

(Portions of Liturgy are from “Feasting on the Word”) 
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Worship Notes 

 
 Welcome and thank you to Nathan Longfield, recent 

graduate of Western Theological Seminary. Pastor Ruth is 

taking a vacation weekend for writing and praying. 

 

 Thank you to Michelle Boer for serving as our Liturgist, 

and to Sharon Chambers for stewarding the technological 

aspects of meeting together for Worship.  

 

 Pastor Ruth will (weather permitting) lead "Prayer and 

Praise" from the church parking lot on Wednesday at 7 pm. 

Please bring a chair and wear your mask. [Please note that 

Session will (weather permitting) be meeting from 5:45-

6:45 pm in the parking lot, as well.] 

 

 Christy will take the next two Sundays off. On Sunday, 

August 16, Lisa Boer will provide the music for Centering, 

Offering, and Benedicting. On Sunday, August 23, Pastor 

Ruth and family will provide that music. 
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From Your Session 

In the Presbyterian Church, the Church is led by the Elders 

(“presbyterios” means “elder” in Greek). The Elders will continue 

to keep you informed here in the bulletin. 

 Your Session has 

prayerfully discussed 

how best to faithfully 

care for all the people of 

our church during this 

pandemic. We are well 

aware that many people 

are vulnerable in our 

congregation. We will 

be worshipping together, as we have been, via phone/online to 

protect each other and those we love.  

 The Presbytery’s Leadership Team spent some time in 

discernment and discussion at its June 4, 2020 meeting and 

decided the Church is called to protect those most vulnerable. 

Therefore, their recommendation is that congregations of the 

Presbytery of Lake Michigan not conduct in-person worship 

services within church buildings until at least Sept. 13, 2020. 

 If you are interested in learning more about our church and 

potentially joining, please contact Pastor Ruth this week. 

 We ask you to remember to support your church in ways that 

you are able during this unexpected season in our world. Please 

mail your checks to the church address. Thank you! 

Church Calendar 
Sunday  Worship @ 10:30 am on the phone/online 

  August 9 (10
th

 Sunday after Pentecost) 

August 16 (11
th

 Sunday after Pentecost) 

August 23 (12
th

 Sunday after Pentecost) 

August 30 (13
th

 Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

Tuesday Dawn will be in the office. 

 August 18, 10 am Book Club (meets in parking lot) 

 “The Prayer Box” by Lisa Wingate 

 (Please note: No Book Club on August 11) 

SESSION MEMBERS 
Lisa Boer………………..…....685-2325 

Michelle Boer……..……....….623-4431 

Sharon Chambers..…….…..…343-4489 

Barry Martin………….............623-2650 

Jay Miller………….…..…..…694-4259 

Pat Switzer, Clerk of Session..685-5750 

DEACON 

Pat Harriger…….………...…..685-5049 
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Wednesday August 12, 5:45 - 6:45 pm: Session Meeting, with 

masks, in the church parking lot (weather permitting). 

August 12, 7-7:30 pm: Prayer & Praise, with 

masks, in the church parking lot (weather permitting). 

 

Community 

 The Directory Updates/Reminder: We are completing a new 

directory. If you have corrections from the previous directory 

(or additions, such as your birthday/anniversary), please 

contact the church office.  

 The church sustained hail damage recently and will be 

having some work done in the upcoming weeks. 

 If you are coming to the church for any reason at this time, 

we kindly request that you please wear a mask for everyone’s 

safety.  

 Many thanks to Lois DeWolf who has made some beautiful 

masks. Thank you again Lois…We so appreciate your efforts 

to help keep us safe! 

 The July/August issue of the Upper Room has arrived. If 

you would like one, please call the office to let Dawn know 

your approximate arrival time and she will bring it out to your 

vehicle.  

Partners in Mission 

 Good Hands Plainwell is requesting:  Fruit cups, oatmeal 

packets (brown sugar or plain), peanut butter (regular or 

crunchy), peanut butter snack crackers, macaroni & cheese. 

 Christian Neighbors requests that our church donate any 

nom-perishable and canned goods to the food pantry. Food 

donations may be placed in the donation box at Christian 

Neighbors. 

 Christian Neighbors News: Due to the seriousness of the 

Covid, there will be NO Soup Suppers until further notice. 

Please remember that Christian Neighbors is here and ready to 

help if you find yourself in need. For food we are serving by 

curb-side pick up during our client hours.  For financial help 

with utilities, rent or prescriptions, please call Kim at 269-685-

4166, ext. 102. Hours: Mon., 10am-12pm and 4-6pm; Tues., 

10am-12pm; Closed Wed.; Thurs., 3-5pm; Closed Friday. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

AUGUST 

21          Lisa Boer  

 

SEPTEMBER 

3 Judy Herrick 

16 Richard & Lois DeWolf   

21 Karli Boer 

22  Kate Johnson  
 

   

Prayer Concerns 

If you would like to have someone added or removed from our 

Weekly Prayer Requests, please let Pastor Ruth know. Requests 

will remain on the special prayer needs section for 30 days at 

which time they will be removed unless we receive a request 

otherwise. 

For those dealing with long-term health challenges… 

MaryLyn Moon 

Matt Shea    

For those in Active Duty in the US Military… 

Ben Huyck - U.S.A.F. (DeWolf's grandson) 

Lace Johnson - US Navy (Koster's granddaughter-in-law) 

Alex Zikafoose (Bob Dines’ grandson) 

For those with Special Prayer Needs… 

 We pray for those moving to places with more COVID-19 

(Lehna’s grandson Thurman) and those who work in places 

with COVID-19 (and tested negative, like Ronna, daughter of 

the Spiegelbergs).  

 We pray for those undergoing infertility treatments as they 

pray for children to come into their family. 

 We pray for Pieter Boer as his arm heals after surgery 

following a car crash. 

 We pray for Lisa Boer’s sister Lynn who has squamous cell 

carcinoma and needs Mohs surgery.  

 We pray for Christina Madden as she grieves the death of her 

friend Marilyn Meert. 

 We pray for Brad Davies, whose home burned to the ground. 

 We pray for a cousin of Lisa’s brother, Matt Parrin, who was 

hit by a drunken driver and who had a portion of his right leg 

amputated. 
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 We pray for Kate Johnson whose dear friend Elaine died in 

Chicago after a viral pneumonia from COVID-19. 

 We pray for Tom and Marilyn Lamb’s brother-in-law Eddie 

Sanchez who died from COVID-19. We pray God’s comfort 

for Tom’s sister Elaine and their daughter Courtney and son 

Alec and his wife Jessica and their granddaughter Emersyn. He 

was in his early 60s.  

 From Richard and Donna Jo Fisher: “Please pray for our 

cousin, John’s family. He died after a brief illness. He leaves 

behind his wife, Mary Carol, two children, several 

grandchildren and many friends. He and his wife, Mary Carol, 

live in Niles, Michigan, and are long time members of the First 

Presbyterian Church there.” 

 The family and friends of Dave Davies, Larry Hiemstra, 

Linwood Jennings (the father of Dawn Edwards), Lisa Boer, 

Pat Switzer, those in places where peace is not known.  

For those who are rejoicing:  

 We thank God for the gift of a new grandson to Christy and 

Mark Connell, born to their daughter Ashelee and her husband 

Bobby. Baby is Brady Maxwell Mull, born on July 14, 8 

pounds 1 ounce and 20 inches. 

 We give thanks to God for Tom and Marilyn Lamb’s 7
th

 

grandson, Marvin Patrick, who was born on 7/7 at 7 pound and 

7 ounces to Mark and Casey.  

 We give thanks to God for Dick and Lois’ newest great-

grandchild, Landon James, born on Monday, June 29. 

For those who requested prayer and intercession: 

 We pray for Lisa Boer’s beloved co-worker Don who was 

diagnosed with stomach cancer. 

 We pray for Mary Hinds and her family during this time. 

 We pray for Christy’s health as she heals from a peptic ulcer. 

 We continue to pray for Christina Madden’s sister Jenny’s 

daughter Tonette. 

 We pray for Art Teitgen’s brother-in-law William who is 

dealing with bladder cancer. 

For those who are dealing with the effects of COVID-19: 

 Barry Martin’s nephew Brian who is an EMS. 
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 Bob and Marilyn Koster’s family who work in the medical 

field, including granddaughter Kristin (who is an EMT), niece 

Audra (who is a nurse), Samantha in Peoria, IL and Heather who 

works in a hospital in the Chicago area. 

 Jill & Kevin Spiegelberg’s daughter Ronna who is a Physician 

Assistant in Battle Creek and cares for COVID-19 patients. 

 Mark & Christy Connell’s sons Logan and Taylor who are 

paramedics in Kalamazoo. 

 Sandy Hogg’s daughter-in-law Kelli who works with dental 

surgery and for her son’s wife, who works in a hospital where 

there is COVID-19. 

 Lehna Clothier has several family members who work in 

places of risk (immunology, critical care MD, Meijer’s). 

 Marylyn Moon’s daughter-in-law Courtney works health care. 

 Lisa Boer’s sister Lynn who works in a hospital in the Detroit 

area. 

Questions for Reflection 

Why did Jesus send the disciples ahead while he stayed to pray 

alone? How do times of turmoil and anxiety affect your trust in 

God?  

Household Prayer: Morning 

God of my destiny, thank you for a new day in which your purpose 

will unfold. Send me now as your servant to succor the suffering 

and as your disciple to declare the good news of your Son. 

Help me to remember during times of testing that your word goes 

ahead of me and upholds me. Amen. 

Household Prayer: Evening 

Son of God, this day has been crowded with work and service. 

This evening, bring me alone with you to the mountain to pray. 

Help me to know your reassuring presence with me through the 

night hours.  

May I come to you and rest in you. Amen. 
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General Deposit (August 5, 2020):  $1,400.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
303 East Bridge Street  

Plainwell, MI 49080 

Church Office: 269-685-5990 

E-mail: fpcplainwell@att.net 

 

Pastor Ruth Lowry 

616-915-8221 

Pastor.Ruth.PCUSA@gmail.com 
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