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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church of Plainwell! 
 

We are a diverse faith family who value traditional worship, 

including Biblical teaching, prayer, confession, music, and a 

fellowship of caring and sharing. 

We believe in the Trinity: God the Father, Jesus Christ the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit. We practice the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 

Communion which define who we are and encourage and sustain us 

in our daily life.   

By the Grace of God and to the Glory of God, as servants of  God, 

we strive to demonstrate the Love of God through Jesus Christ and 

in the Peace of the Holy Spirit by offering a welcoming and 

nurturing community and by reaching out in compassion beyond 

our fellowship to people in need. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
June 7, 2020                          10:30 a.m. Worship 

Trinity Sunday 
Please phone 269-215-0384 to join together! 

https://www.uberconference.com/plainwellpcusa 
 

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 

We invite you to light a candle in your home and remember that 

Jesus Christ IS the Light of the World! 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP AND SALUTATION                Rev. Ruth Lowry      

L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  

communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you. 2 Cor. 13:13 

 

OPENING HYMN “This is My Father’s World” 
By: Maltbie D. Babcock 

 

1 This is my Father's world, 

And to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings 

The music of the spheres. 

This is my Father's world: 

I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas-- 

His hand the wonders wrought. 
 

2 This is my Father's world: 

The birds their carols raise, 

The morning light, the lily white, 

Declare their Maker's praise. 

This is my Father's world: 

He shines in all that's fair; 

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass, 

He speaks to me everywhere. 
 

3 This is my Father's world: 

O let me ne'er forget 

https://www.uberconference.com/plainwellpcusa
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That though the wrong seems oft so strong, 

God is the Ruler yet. 

This is my Father's world: 

Why should my heart be sad? 

The Lord is King: let the heavens ring! 

God reigns; let earth be glad! 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS    Sharon Chambers, Liturgist  
 

PSALM OF PRAISE (From Psalm 8)      (Responsive) 

Liturgist:  O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 

the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. 

People: From the mouths of nursing babies you have laid 

a strong foundation because of your foes, in order to stop 

vengeful enemies. 

L: When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the 

moon and the stars that you have established; 

P: What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

mortals that you care for them? 

L: Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and  

crowned them with glory and honor. 

P: You have given them dominion over the works of your  

hands; you have put all things under their feet, 

L: All sheep and all cattle, and also the beasts of the field, 

P: The birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever 

passes along the paths of the seas. 

ALL: O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name 

in all the earth! 
 

WE CENTER OURSELVES AS WE WORSHIP Christy Connell 

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Pastor Ruth Lowry    

We see the glory of God in Creation, but our sin keeps us from 

rejoicing in the love God reveals. Yet Christ Jesus the Son carried 

our sins to the cross, and the Holy Spirit breathes new life into us 

so that we can praise God, our Maker, Savior, and life-giving 

Comforter. Let us confess our sins, that we may receive this grace. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)  

Presence, Life, Fire, God who is Three in One, we confess that 

we have turned away from you. We pray for peace in our 

world, but too often ignore the pleas of a world that we do not 

notice. One of your students said, “Who is my neighbor?” and 

you told the story of someone whom most listeners did not 

expect good—a Samaritan. The religious leader was too busy 

to tend to the injured, but someone who people disregarded 

lived Your Love.  

Flame of Love, purify us from sin; 

Eternal Now, lead us to your truth; 

Risen One, baptize us into union with you. 

Transform us into faithful disciples who worship you alone, in 

spirit and in Truth, God who is Trinity. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsive)    

The Holy One of Israel, the Redeemer of all the world, 

and the Holy Spirit who comes as the breath of new life 

forgets the sins of all who repent. I declare to you, therefore, that 

we are forgiven, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

one God.  

ALL:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live a 

new life in Christ. Thanks be to God! 
 

GLORIA PATRI # 579  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  Sharon Chambers, Liturgist   

Sing into our ears, O Spirit, the Holy Word of Life. 

Tell us who we are and to whom we belong so that we may live and 

love with gratitude for all that You have done. Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE   Genesis 1:1-2:4a, 2 Cor. 13:11-13, Matt 28:16-20 

 

SERMON “What Difference Does the Trinity Make?”  
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HYMN (p. 8)  “We Believe in One True God” 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                   (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven 

and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

He descended into hell. The third day He arose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us unite our hearts and minds in prayer for our world, saying,  

God of all goodness,  

People: Hear Our Prayer.  (Silent Prayer) 

We give you thanks, O God, for our world, which you  

made and renewed in the power of Jesus’ resurrection.  

Make us wise and careful of your gifts as we live on Earth.  

God of all goodness,  

People: Hear Our Prayer.  (Silent Prayer) 

We give you thanks, O God, for our world, which you  

made and renewed in the power of Jesus’ resurrection.  

Make us wise and careful of your gifts as we live on Earth.  

God of all goodness,  

People: Hear Our Prayer.  (Silent Prayer) 

We pray that the love which passes ceaselessly between the Father 

and the Son in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit may renew and 

deepen the life of each Christian and draw us all into your 

unending life.  

God of all goodness,  

People: Hear Our Prayer.  (Silent Prayer) 

For the leaders of the church:  
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for Protestants, Roman Catholics, and the Orthodox;  

for Sunday school children and youth;  

for the elderly whose wise counsel is sorely needed in all ages;  

and for all ecumenical endeavors that seek to bring us closer to 

each other and to you.  

God of all goodness,  

People: Hear Our Prayer.  (Silent Prayer) 

For the sick and those who suffer in any way;  

for those who struggle to pay rent or a mortgage;  

for those who have no home;  

for those who are neglected and abused in our communities;  

for people who long for family and are instead alone;  

for children who do not have a good guide to raise them up;  

and for whatever else you see that we need. 

God of all goodness,  

People: Hear Our Prayer.  (Silent Prayer) 

For all those needs still unnamed but placed before you now,  

either silently or aloud . . . [A time of silence is kept.] 

God of all goodness,  

People: Hear Our Prayer.  (Silent Prayer) 

Through Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray together: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

(We invite you, at this time, to write a check and mail it to the 

church, if you are able.) 

Offertory “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” Christy Connell 

The Doxology #592 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! 

 Offering Prayer 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE 

“These are the gifts of God for the Children of God.” 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

L: The Lord be with you. 

P: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts, 

P: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

L: O Holy God, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, 

with joy we give you thanks and praise. (the prayer continues, 

ending with . . .)  We lift our hearts in joyful praise:  

All:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

L:   We praise you, most holy God (the prayer continues, ending 

with . . .) Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

            Christ has died. 

            Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

It is the custom of our faith community to hold the elements until 

all are able to partake together, as lead by our pastor. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

L: Lord, you have given yourself to us; 

P: Now we give ourselves for others. 

L: Your love has made us a new people; 

P: As a people of love we will serve you with joy. 

L: Your glory has filled our hearts. 

P: Help us to glorify you in all things. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN (p. 9)  "Holy, Holy, Holy" 

BENEDICTION    Rev. Ruth Lowry 
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POSTLUDE    “Be Thou My Vision” Christy Connell 
 

GREETINGS TO EACH OTHER 

Enjoy a time of greeting each other before ending the phone call. 
 

(Portions of Liturgy are from “Feasting on the Word”) 
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From Your Session 

In the Presbyterian Church, the Church is led by the Elders 

(“presbyterios” means “elder” in Greek). The Elders will continue 

to keep you informed here in the bulletin. 

 Your Session met a week ago and we have prayerfully 

discussed how best to faithfully care for all the people of 

our church in the midst of this pandemic. We are well 

aware that many people are vulnerable in our congregation, 

and we will be worshipping together, as we have been, via 

phone and online. This is to protect each other and those we 

love.  

 As the Session discussed welcoming new members we, in 

consultation with the Presbytery, will be offering this via 

phone and online. If you are interested in learning more 

about our church and potentially joining, please phone 

Pastor Ruth or the church office so that you can be 

included! 

 We ask you to remember to support your church in ways 

that you are able during this unexpected season in our 

world. Please mail your checks to the church address. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 
Lisa Boer……………….…....685-2325 

Michelle Boer…………....….623-4431 

Sharon Chambers………..…343-4489 

Barry Martin…………...........623-2650 

Jay Miller……………..…..…694-4259 

Pat Switzer, Clerk of Session..685-5750 

DEACON 

Pat Harriger…….……..685-5049 
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Church Calendar 
Sunday   Worship @ 10:30 am on the phone/online 

 June 7 (Trinity Sunday) 

  June 14 (Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

  June 21 (Third Sunday after Pentecost) 

 

Tuesday Dawn will be in the office.  

  June 9    9:30 am Presbytery meets via Zoom 

June 16  7:00 pm Session meeting  
   

Wednesday 7-7:30 pm Prayer & Praise on the phone/online 

 

Community 
If you are coming to the church for any reason at this time, we 

kindly request that you please wear a mask for everyone’s safety. 

Thank you. 
 

Art Teitgen’s cell phone number is (269) 762-2205. 
 

Directory Updates: We are completing a new directory. If you 

have corrections from the previous directory (or additions, like 

your birthday/anniversary), please contact the church office this 

week. Finally, please note the correction to Pat Harriger’s email: 

Pat.Harriger@yahoo.com 
 

Many thanks to Lois DeWolf who has made some beautiful 

masks. If you would like one, please call the office to check 

availability during Dawn’s office hours. If you would let Dawn 

know your approximate arrival time, she will be on the lookout for 

your vehicle and run it out to you. Thank you again Lois…We so 

appreciate your efforts to help keep us safe.  

 

The May/June issue of the Upper Room has arrived. If you 

would like one, please call the office to let Dawn know your 

approximate arrival time and she will bring it out to your vehicle.  

 

Our Per Capita assessment that we remit to the Presbytery is 

$35.20 per member. When submitting your Per Capita, please 

indicate that this is what it is for on your check! Thank you.  

mailto:Pat.Harriger@yahoo.com
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Partners in Mission 
Good Hands Plainwell is requesting:  Fruit cups, oatmeal packets 

(brown sugar or plain), peanut butter (regular or crunchy), peanut 

butter snack crackers, macaroni & cheese. 
 

Christian Neighbors requests that our church donate any nom-

perishable and canned goods to the food pantry. Food donations 

may be placed in the donation box at Christian Neighbors. 
 

Christian Neighbors News: Due to COVID-19 concerns, 

Christian Neighbors will be following recommendations from state 

and local officials to minimize person-to-person contact.  We will 

be working with limited hours and different procedures, but we are 

committed to helping those in need during this unprecedented time 

and thank everyone for their patience, support and prayers. 

Temporary Hours: Mon., 10am-12pm and 4-6pm; Tues., 10am-

12pm; Closed Wed.; Thurs., 3-5pm; Closed Friday; No educational 

classes. During this time, needs are even greater: 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
JUNE 

4 MaryLyn Moon 

10 Pastor Ruth Lowry 

13      Richard & DonnaJo Fisher 

20 Pieter Boer 

22        William and Patsy Switzer 

 

 JULY 

5           Pat Harriger 

13         Michelle Boer 

13         Pat Switzer 

15         Tynan Boer 

 

Prayer Concerns 

If you would like to have someone added or removed from our 

Weekly Prayer Requests, please let Pastor Ruth know. Requests 

will remain on the special prayer needs section for 30 days at 

which time they will be removed unless we receive a request 

otherwise. 

 

For those dealing with long-term health challenges… 

MaryLyn Moon 

Matt Shea    
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For those in Active Duty in the US Military… 

Ben Huyck - U.S.A.F. (DeWolf's grandson) 

Lace Johnson - US Navy (Koster's granddaughter-in-law) 

Alex Zikafoose (Bob Dines’ grandson) 

 
For those with Special Prayer Needs… 

The family and friends of Dave Davies, Larry Hiemstra, Linwood 

Jennings (the father of Dawn Edwards), Lisa Boer, Pat Switzer, 

those in places where peace is not known.  
 

For those who are rejoicing:  

 We give thanks to God for the birth of Andrew Rider 

Crawford, Tom and Marilyn Lamb’s newest grandchild who was 

born to Rachel & Jordan. 

 We give thanks to God for David and Donna Pinneo’s 50
th

 

Anniversary on April 25. 

 We thank God for Tom & Marilyn Lamb’s 22
nd

 Anniversary 

on June 6. 

 We give thanks to God for MaryLyn Moon’s 80
th

 birthday on  

June 4. 

For those who requested prayer and intercession: 

 We pray for Mary Hinds and her family during this time. 

 We pray for the family of Kevin and Jill’s nephew Ryan, who 

died from suicide. We pray for his widow and their three children. 

We pray for all who struggle with depression. Please know that if 

you or someone you know are struggling that we invite you to 

phone the Suicide Prevention Line 24/7 at 1-800-273-8255. 

 We pray for Lois and Dick DeWolf’s granddaughter Emily, 

who is due to give birth via C-section in three weeks. 

 We pray for Tom and Marilyn Lamb’s family as a grandchild 

is due in July to Mark & Casey. 

 We pray for Sharon Chamber’s grandson Miles as his broken 

wrist continues to heal and as her granddaughter Kaylee returns to 

work after having COVID-19. 

 We pray for Christy’s health as she heals from a peptic ulcer. 

 We pray for Mark and Christy’s daughter Ashlee who is 

pregnant (due in mid-July) and whose broken wrist is not healing. 
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 We continue to pray for Christina Madden’s sister Jenny’s 

daughter Tonette. 

 We pray for Art Teitgen’s brother-in-law William who is 

dealing with bladder cancer. 

For those who are dealing with the effects of COVID-19: 

 We pray for Barry Martin’s nephew Brian who is an EMS. 

 We pray for Bob and Marilyn Koster’s family who work in the 

medical field, including granddaughter Kristin (who is an EMT), 

niece Audra (who is a nurse), Samantha in Peoria, IL and Heather 

who works in a hospital in the Chicago area.  

 We continue to pray for Jill & Kevin Spiegelberg’s daughter 

Ronna who is a Physician Assistant in Battle Creek and cares for 

COVID-19 patients. 

 From Christy Connell: “Three of my kids who are on the front 

line for exposure to COVID-19. Logan and Taylor are paramedics 

in Kalamazoo.”  

 We pray for Sandy Hogg’s daughter-in-law Kelli who works 

with dental surgery and for her son’s wife, who works in a hospital 

where there is COVID-19. 

 Lehna Clothier has several family members who work in 

places of risk (immunology, critical care MD, Meijer’s) 

 Marylyn Moon’s daughter-in-law Courtney works health care. 

 We pray for Lisa Boer’s sister Lynn who works in a hospital in 

the Detroit area. 

 We pray for Lisa Boer’s cousin Laura who was in the ICU with 

COVID-19 and who continues on her recovery journey. 

 We pray for those who are in nursing homes and cannot see 

loved ones. 

 We pray for those whose travel plans have been affected and 

cannot see loved ones. 

 We pray for the weak and vulnerable who are most at risk from 

COVID-19 

 We pray for those in government, that they may protect the 

vulnerable and guide with wisdom and compassion. 

 We pray for family members who are ill as we await test 

results. 

 We thank God for family who are healthy and for the ability to 
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speak with them on the phone. 

 We pray for those with Alzheimer’s and dementia who find 

this time even more confusing. 

 We pray for those who have illness and accidents and need 

medical care in the midst of a pandemic. 

 We pray for friends, family, and those on the front lines in 

caring for those who have COVID-19 and pray for their health and 

safety. 

 We pray for those who are due to give birth in the midst of the 

uncertainty of COVID-19. 

Questions for Reflection 

As we reflect on all the ways the God provides, loves, and 

cherishes us . . . God the Creator, Jesus the Redeemer, the Holy 

Spirit, the Sustainer . . . how does that embolden us to Love more 

fully and more courageously? 

Household Prayer: Morning 

God of the living, from whom all blessings flow, 
I welcome a new day with thanksgiving 
because you have cared for me through the night. 
Wherever you send me today, whomsoever I meet, 
be in my going and my meeting. 
Grant me wisdom to cherish what you give me 
and generosity to share what I receive. 
Fill me with the Spirit 
so that I may show courage, kindness, and a sense of humor 
in the face of the day’s hardships. 
In Christ’s peace, may I withhold harsh judgment 
against those who would do me harm. 
Show me ways that I may serve you throughout the day 
and into the night so that, waking or sleeping, I live for you; 
in the name of the Son, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Household Prayer: Evening 
Ancient of days, these hours of light are passing into darkness. 

Thank you for being with me. 

Let me not forget the joys you put in my life today. 

Send your Spirit to fill my memories with comfort and peace 
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as I prepare for the night. 

Where I have failed to please you, 

forgive me for the sake of your Son. 

If I have been of help to others, let them give thanks to you. 

May all night songs praise you; may we evening singers rejoice 

in your eternal glory. 

And I will celebrate with your whole creation 

in the name of Jesus Christ when the new day  

that you are bringing dawns. Amen. 
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